
Temecula Valley High School 
English 9 Course Syllabus 

2019-2020  

Mrs. Bell, Room 1202                                                           “We read to know we are not alone.” 
E-mail: jbell@tvusd.k12.ca.us                                       -- Student to C.S. Lewis in Shadowlands 
Phone: (951) 695-7300 x 3133  

Course Description: English 9 prepares students to explore, understand and thoughtfully respond to rigorous 
texts from a range of genres aligned with the objectives outlined in the California Common Core Standards for 
communication skills. Ultimately -- whether because of, or despite all that -- I hope you will come to appreciate 
the opportunities storytelling affords for reflecting upon, and sharing the human experience.  

Required Texts: Novels as we check them out from our TVHS library, per unit. Students will be held 
accountable for novels checked out under their names. Shorter texts will be accessed online (using 
McGraw-Hill’s StudySync) and/or by way of a class set, so the novels are the only books that will go home, 
and that won’t happen until we are working on a novel-unit. 

Materials: Students are required to bring these materials every day:  
● Pens in blue or black ink; pencils; highlighter.  
● A 3-ring binder with a designated/organized section for English. Keep all classwork/notes, handouts and 
worksheets in the binder, organized by date. (← Helpful in the event of open-note, but “pop” quizzes, or 
notebook checks.) A spiral notebook may be used, but must be single-subject for this class only, or have 
pocket-pages separating subjects. Single-subject spirals need to be paired with a folder with at least one 
pocket designated specifically for English handouts (that are kept separate from other subjects). 

Technology: This course requires the knowledge and use of technology. Formal essays will need to be 
typed, and printed (only hard copies will be accepted). Therefore, if students do not have access to 
technology at home, they will need to make other arrangements to type and print their essay. Internet 
research may also be required, so students will need to allot time for usage of computers elsewhere if they 
do not have access to the internet at home. Some class time will be provided, but not enough for those who 
do not manage their time well. Technology is not an excuse for a late assignment—“my printer ran out of ink”, 
does not excuse late penalties. Troubleshoot your Internet connection, printer, etc. days in advance. If a 
dilemma occurs, please come and speak to me at least a full day before the assignment is due, so we 
can resolve any challenges preventing you from turning in your assignments on time. 

Grading: Please check your grades on a consistent basis. I make regular use of the “Comments” 
capability in Infinite Campus (“IC”). When you bring up an assignment, please check to see if I have 
left you a notice or request under Comments, and respond accordingly. 

Note: I do not enter  “0” ’s as “reminders” to turn in assignments; please don’t assume that just because a 
score hasn’t been entered yet, your work is not past due. (See “Due Dates Must Be Honored”, below.) 
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You should keep ALL assignments until your final grade for the course has been recorded. The Grade Book 
has two Categories: 1) Common District Benchmark Assessments (Writing Benchmark -2.5%; District Final 
-2.5% = 5% of your total semester grade), and 2) Class-Specific Work & Assessments (specific to our English 
class, vs. district-wide; = remaining 95%). Cut-offs between grades at semester’s end are made according to 
the following scale -- note the absence of a “D” grade: 

● 100-90 =A  
● 89-80=B  
● 79-70=C  

      ● 69-0=F...Please do not expect, or ask me for, “extra credit” opportunities. Keep up with the work, earning enough 
credit as the semester progresses, so you won’t need “extra”. For students who need academic support in order to keep 
up, Advisement/Intervention opportunities are available; see me for an Advisement pass, &/or Intervention enrollment.  
 
Missed Assignments: If you are absent, it is your responsibility to find out what you missed. Please refer to 
the daily Assignment Folder made available in the classroom. It is your responsibility to check the folder the 
day you return, get notes from a reliable classmate, and ask me for any worksheet &/or handouts. Please be 
specific about the materials you need, and ask for them during break, lunch or between classes. Always 
check the Assignment Folder first, so you know what to ask me for. Note, if you miss a reading quiz, the grade 
you earn on the next quiz, will also be applied to the missed quiz, scaled as closely as possible. If the work to 
be made up is the last quiz in a unit, it must be made up at a scheduled time.  

Due Dates Must Be Honored. When not affected by an excused absence, late work that was not required to 
be computer-generated may be turned in one day late, for 1⁄2 credit (1⁄2 of the pre-penalty grade). Anything 
later than one day will not be accepted. As for assignments that I have asked you to use a computer to 
generate, if you have not given me the required full-day’s notice regarding any computer issues (see 
“Technology,” above), and subsequently turn in your work one day late, it too will only receive 1⁄2 credit. And 
likewise, anything later than one day will not be accepted. To recap: 1 day late = 1⁄2 credit; no credit 
thereafter. Please do not ask me to make any exceptions.  

Make up work for an excused / “accepted absence” (see Student Handbook) is not considered late. Credit 
will not be lost if missed assignments or tests that can reasonably be provided are satisfactorily completed 
w/in one (1) week from the date of your return. (Return on a Tuesday? It’s due the following Tuesday; 
thereafter it’s “late work” -- see above.) Accepted-absence work, when handed in, needs to have “ABSENT” 
written in the top margin, otherwise it will be considered late and will be graded accordingly.  

Class Rules & Expectations:  

● Collaboration: Be kind and respectful toward one another and your instructor. Side-conversations 
need to stop when someone is making a point, sharing an idea, and/or asking a question.  

● Fairness issues: 1) Manage your own behavior.  2) “Fair vs. equal”-each student will be given what is 
needed to perform as s/he is able.  



● Eating in class: Closed container beverages only; no food. Out-of-seat: not during direct instruction.  

● Dress Code: Potential violations will be reported to the office for further consideration/consequence.  

● Phones: In-class texting has been “linked to an average drop of half a letter grade in the course”.**   To 
help you improve your performance, our routine is as follows:  

 
1. As you enter class, silence your phone and store it in your numerically assigned pocket.  
2. If you forget/neglect to deposit your phone, you will be instructed to make the deposit, 

with a reminder not to let it happen again. If it does happen again, your phone will end 
up in Campus Supervision, where you may pick it up at the end of the day -- with  a 1st 
offense; with a 2nd offense it will only be released to a parent or guardian. 

3. A few minutes before the dismissal bell rings, students will be allowed to retrieve their 
phones in groups, one group at a time. After retrieving your phone, please return to your 
seat until the bell rings. 

**This finding is from a study co-authored by Dr. Douglas Duncan, Senior Instructor, Department of Astrophysics and 
Planetary Science, University of Colorado at Boulder. https://www.npr.org/sections/ed/2015/11/10/453986816 / 
how-to-get-students-to-stop-using-their-cellphones-in-class   For further reading: https://digitalcommons.unl.edu/ 
cgi/viewcontent.cgi?article=1045&context=dberspeakers 

Parents, please consult the bell schedule on the school website, and do not text your child during 
his/her English class period. In the event of an emergency, call the front office. They can get a message 
to me/your child, per your request.  

Academic Honesty: Students are encouraged to share ideas, but are not allowed to copy each other’s 
work. Both the plagiarizing student, as well as the student who knowingly enables the plagiarism, will 
receive a “0” on the assignment, with no opportunity to make it up. Plagiarism from an outside source is 
also prohibited. (For district policies and consequences, please see the TVHS Student Handbook.)  

Attendance and Tardiness: Attendance each day is crucial in order to be successful and pass this 
course. It is understandable that circumstances may arise which will prevent you from being in class. If you 
are sick or there is a family emergency, please email me or talk to a reliable classmate, so you do not fall 
behind. Tardies: per the school-wide policy, 6 tardies = Saturday School. (See Student Handbook.)  

 
 

https://www.npr.org/sections/ed/2015/11/10/453986816/how-to-get-students-to-stop-using-their-cellphones-in-class
https://www.npr.org/sections/ed/2015/11/10/453986816/how-to-get-students-to-stop-using-their-cellphones-in-class
https://digitalcommons.unl.edu/cgi/viewcontent.cgi?article=1045&context=dberspeakers
https://digitalcommons.unl.edu/cgi/viewcontent.cgi?article=1045&context=dberspeakers


 PLEASE SIGN, DETACH, AND RETURN THIS PAGE  

I have read and understood the policies set forth in this syllabus.  

Mrs. Bell / English 9 / Class Period: ____________  

Student Name:  

_________________________________________________________ (print)  

Student Signature:  

______________________________________________________  

Thank you! Remember, if you don’t understand something discussed or assigned, remember, I am here to 
guide you, so please ask! If I’m busy, please stay after class for a minute to ask your question or express 
your concern . I can always write you a tardy pass, and/or we can schedule an appointment. I truly want to 
help you succeed and look forward to our year together.  ~ Mrs. Bell :) 

Parent/ Guardian Name:  

__________________________________________________ (print) 

Parent Signature:  

___________________________________________________________  

Parent/ Guardian e-mail address :  

___________________________________________________________  

Parent/ Guardian phone numbers:  

(H)________________________________(C)________________________  

Please use the reverse for any special circumstances I should know about your student. Thank you!  

 


